

FY27 - Quick Support for Artists


Southwest Minnesota Arts Council
Have questions or need help?
Click here to schedule time with our grants administrator. Or, email your questions to caroline@swmnarts.org.


Project Name*
Provide a short name (a few words) for your project that indicates what you plan to do.
Character Limit: 100

Amount Requested*
How much funding are you requesting?

Remember that grant funding counts toward your taxable income.

ROUND TO THE NEAREST DOLLAR
Character Limit: 20

Pronouns
Optional: Please share your pronouns. Example: she/her/hers

This information is visible only to SMAC staff and grant review panelists so they can refer to you correctly in their discussion and written comments.
Character Limit: 50

Contact Information*
Is the contact information listed in your profile above correct? If not, you can edit it by clicking on the pencil icon next to your Applicant information. Or, if you also use this account for an organization or school, you can provide your personal contact information below.
Choices
The contact information in my profile above was correct or has now been corrected by me. I need to provide my personal contact information.


Project Type*
What type of project are you applying for?
Your answer will bring up questions specific to that project type.

Choices
Artist focused (create or share new work, artistic or professional development)
Community focused (connect with your community to help them experience art in a new way)



Project (Artist Focused)

Artist-Focused  Project*
Describe your proposed project in detail, explaining the activities that will take place.
· If your project is about producing new work, what and how much do you hope to produce during the grant period? What is your artistic vision for the work?
· If your project includes a study opportunity, workshop, or conference describe the opportunity and the teacher's qualifications, if applicable.
· Outline your timeline for the project.
Character Limit: 3750



Project (Community Focused)

Community-Focused  Project*
Describe your proposed project in detail, explaining the activities that will take place.
· What is your artistic vision for the project?
· How will community members be involved in the project?
· What is your timeline?
· How will you promote this project?
Character Limit: 3750

Supplemental Materials (optional)
Use the following upload and link fields to include any additional information you’d like to provide about:
· your study opportunity/workshop/conference
· the teacher or mentor’s qualifications
· equipment or supplies
· mediums or techniques
For uploads, combine materials into one or two documents as needed.

Describe the supplemental materials and links you are including.
Character Limit: 3750 | File Size Limit: 5 MB

Additional Materials
File Size Limit: 5 MB

Link #1
Character Limit: 2000

Link #2
Character Limit: 2000

Project Start Date*
No funds can be spent and no project activities can take place before the project start   date. Project activities include things like registration, paying fees, booking travel, ordering
supplies, auditions and rehearsals, and advertising. Funds spent before the project start date, such as a registration deposit, can't be included in the grant project budget.

Your start date should not be the first day of your event or study opportunity, as that wouldn't leave you any time to buy supplies, register, advertise, etc. Your start date should be at least a month ahead of your first project activities or event.

Earliest start dates for FY2027:
1st day of the following month after the deadline

Example: An application submitted August 10 would be in time for the September 1 deadline, which would have an earliest project start date of October 1.

Character Limit: 10


Project End Date*
In choosing a project end date, allow time to gather feedback and receive project bills. Projects must be concluded no later than June 30, 2028. A final report is due within 60 days following the project end date. Changes to your project end date must be requested in advance from SMAC.
Character Limit: 10





Budget (Artist Focused)

Project Budget
Enter your budget items and amounts.

Budget changes. If your grant is awarded, plan to spend the full amount you have proposed in your budget. During the project, if your budget numbers change you must email SMAC for approval prior to any project changes or additions.
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Budget (Community Focused)

Project Budget
Download, save, and fill out the budget form below or create your own budget. Excel Budget Form (Artist-Community)

Budget changes. If your grant is awarded, plan to spend the full amount you have proposed in your budget. During the project, if your budget numbers change you must email SMAC for approval prior to any project changes or additions.

When your budget is complete, upload it into your application.
File Size Limit: 5 MB

Budget Narrative*
· Is there any more information you'd like to share about your budget?
· If your project costs more than the maximum grant amount, explain how you will pay for the remaining costs.
Character Limit: 3750




Artist Experience

Art-Related  Experience*
EITHER Attach an up-to-date artist resume documenting your training and accomplishments in the art discipline being used in the project.

OR Tell us about your experience with your art form(s). How long have you been practicing this art form? What training have you had? Have you had exhibits, performances, publications, or recordings, and when did those take place? Are there any other accomplishments you'd like to share?
Character Limit: 3750 | File Size Limit: 5 MB
 
For Folk/Traditional/Cultural Art Only:
Explain your connection to the cultural community your art form is rooted in. What recognition do you and your work have from that community?
Character Limit: 3750



Excellence of Work

Artist Website
Provide the address of your artist website, if you have one.
Character Limit: 2000

Artist Work Samples
Work samples are one of the most crucial parts of the application; they enable the review panel and board of directors to consider the artistic quality of your work.
There are eight (8) work sample upload fields allowing a total of 80 MB. Combine samples as needed to upload one document in each field. PDF or JPEG FILES PREFERRED.

· Written materials: Submit up to 10 pages of literary work representative of the artist's work.

· Images: Submit up to ten digital images, at least 480 x 640 px. List the images in order in the work sample description below, including name of piece, medium, size, and year it was produced. You may need to combine multiple images into one document, i.e. multi-page PDF.

· Audio/video: Submit an upload or link of single work or a series of works with an approximate running time of five minutes. List the names of the selected works below, including the year they were produced. If the recording is longer than five minutes, indicate timestamps for the relevant material.

A few helpful links for preparing your work samples:
· How to resize an image (Windows)
· How to resize an image (Mac)
· How to combine images/files into one PDF (Windows)
· How to combine images/files into one PDF (Mac)

If you need help submitting your work samples, please contact us in advance of the deadline.

Social Media Samples
Because not everyone has access to social media like Facebook or Instagram, you cannot provide social media links as your only work samples.

If social media links are your only option or you decide to include them in addition to other samples:
· Make sure your profile is public, but be aware that panelists may not be able to view your work if they don’t have an account for that platform.
· Include screenshots/stills from the link in the upload fields.

Work Samples (upload #1)*
Upload a work sample and provide a description of the sample in the text box.
If you will only be providing links (see website fields below) rather than uploads, indicate this in the text box.
Character Limit: 1000 | File Size Limit: 10 MB

Work Samples (upload #2)
Character Limit: 1000 | File Size Limit: 10 MB

Work Samples (upload #3)
Character Limit: 1000 | File Size Limit: 10 MB

Work Samples (upload #4)
Character Limit: 1000 | File Size Limit: 10 MB

Work Samples (upload #5)
Character Limit: 1000 | File Size Limit: 10 MB

Work Samples (upload #6)
Character Limit: 1000 | File Size Limit: 10 MB

Work Samples (upload #7)
Character Limit: 1000 | File Size Limit: 10 MB

Work Samples (upload #8)
Character Limit: 1000 | File Size Limit: 10 MB

Link Descriptions
In the fields below, you may include websites, video links, etc. for samples of your work.

In this field, describe what the web address(es) below are meant to show.
Character Limit: 3750

Link #1
Character Limit: 2000

Link #2
Character Limit: 2000

Link #3
Character Limit: 2000

Work Sample Usage Consent
Please check this box if you authorize SW MN Arts Council to use the work sample(s) you provided above in informational or marketing materials.
Choices
I give authorized consent for SW MN Arts Council to use the provided work sample(s).




Impact (Artist Focused)

Resources to plan your project goals & measurements
· Sample outcomes and evaluation plans for SMAC grants
· Minnesota arts outcomes
· Video of SMAC "Grant Goals & Evaluation" workshop
· MN State Arts Board evaluation toolkit

Impact of the Project*
Based on where you are now in your artistic career, how will this project contribute to your growth as an artist? What specific changes are you hoping for? These could be changes in your skills, knowledge, attitude, or behavior.
Character Limit: 2500

Evaluation*
How do you plan to measure or prove whether the proposed changes you described above have taken place?
Some examples include:
· getting feedback from instructors, mentors, or peers
· comparing your new work to your older work
· using a journal to record your progress throughout the project
Character Limit: 2500



Impact (Community Focused)

Resources to plan your project goals & measurements
· Sample outcomes and evaluation plans for SMAC grants
· Minnesota arts outcomes
· Video of SMAC "Grant Goals & Evaluation" workshop
· MN State Arts Board evaluation toolkit

Artist & Community Impact*
Artist Impact
· Based on where you are now in your artistic career, how will this project contribute to your growth as an artist? What specific changes are you hoping for? These could be changes in your skills, knowledge, attitude, or behavior.

Community Impact
· What impact do you expect this project will have on your participants and
community? Consider changes to the artistic skills, knowledge, attitude, or behavior of community members.
Character Limit: 2500

Evaluation*
How do you plan to measure or prove whether the proposed changes you described above have taken place? Explain how you will gather results or feedback, and what you will look for in those results that indicates success.
Character Limit: 2500

Evaluation Tool (optional)
Share the evaluation tool(s) you plan to use (written survey, questions for participant interviews, etc.) Combine multiple tools into one document, if needed.
File Size Limit: 5 MB



Data Collection

How is your demographic characteristics data used?
The demographic characteristics data gathered in the following questions is maintained by the Minnesota State Arts Board (MSAB) in cooperation with the Regional Arts Councils (SMAC) and will not be distributed to others in accordance with the MN Data Practices Act.
· SMAC staff use these characteristics to determine if priority points will be added to your score. Grant review panelists do not see this information.
· SMAC also uses this information for summarized statistics to determine how well we are reaching various populations. Characteristics of specific individuals are not shared.
· MSAB also only uses this information for summarized statistics to determine how well they are reaching various populations. Individual characteristics are not reported to the Legislative Coordinating Commission or shared in any other way.
· Under Other Characteristics, your answer regarding LGBTQ identity is not passed on to MSAB. This information is only used by SMAC staff as described above.

Ethnic Characteristics (optional)
Enter the code(s) that represent you.


	N
	American Indian/Alaska Native

	A
	Asian

	P
	Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander

	B
	Black/African American

	H
	Hispanic/Latino

	M
	Middle Eastern/North African

	W
	White

	R
	Multiracial or Biracial

	O
	Other



Character Limit: 10

Community Connections (optional)
Do you consider yourself to be part of one of the following communities?
Choices
Cansayapi/Lower Sioux Community Pezihutazizi/Upper Sioux Community None of the above

Other Characteristics (optional)
Enter the code(s) that represent you.


	I
	Disability

	Q
	LGBTQIA2S+

	S
	Older than 65

	V
	Veteran

	99
	None of the above


Character Limit: 10

Number of Adult Artists*
Including yourself, how many adult artists will be providing art or artistic services for these grant activities?
Character Limit: 10

Adult Audience*
If you will be sharing your work during your grant period, how many adults do you estimate will attend or participate?

If your project doesn't involve sharing your work, enter 0.
Character Limit: 10

Children Benefiting*
If you will be sharing your work during your grant period, how many children/youth (0-18) do you estimate will attend or participate?

If your project doesn't involve sharing your work, enter 0.
Character Limit: 10


SMAC Assistance
In preparation for applying for this grant, which SMAC opportunities for assistance did you participate in? Select all that apply.
Choices
Watched video for this grant program Virtual grants Q&A session
In-person grants Q&A session Communication with SMAC staff Staff review of application draft None of the above




Certification and Electronic Signature

Legal First Name*
Character Limit: 20

Legal Last Name*
Character Limit: 50

Alternate First Name
If applicable, enter a former first name under which you have previously applied for SW MN Arts Council grants, or a first name by which you are also known.
Character Limit: 20

Alternate Last Name
If applicable, enter a former last name under which you have previously applied for SW MN Arts Council grants, or a last name by which you are also known.
Character Limit: 50

Name for Publicity
Should SW MN Arts Council use your alternate name for publicity purposes, such as news releases, rather than your legal name?
Choices
Yes No


By checking the box below, you certify you meet all of the eligibility requirements of this grant program and intend to use the granted funds only for allowable purchases. In addition, you certify that all of the information contained in this application and its attachments is true and correct to the best of your knowledge.

Certification*
Choices
Check this box if you certify this application as detailed above.

Applicant Signature (name)*
Character Limit: 100


Artist Directory
Go to www.swmnarts.org/directory-of-artists/ to create your own profile in our directory of SW MN artists.
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