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QUICK SUPPORT FOR ARTISTS 

 

QSA-19 Maria Novak          Pit of Fashion needs a new keyboard   $1,000 

 

Overall Score:  77.00%           Rank: 2 of 2 

Panelist #1: 54%, Panelist #2: 85%, Panelist #3: 85%, Panelist #4: 69%, Panelist #5: 77%, Panelist #6: 92% 

 

Ability to Accomplish: 83%  They know exactly what they need and what their plans are. They provided 

strong evidence to support what "Pit of Fashion," does and what direction it is headed in. Each person in the 

group displays a fairly strong background in their skillset.  They are already an established, experienced 

group.  They know what they want to accomplish and when.  I clicked on the link to the keyboard and it looks 

like this model keyboard is no longer being produced or sold?  However alternatives are being offered, I'm 

sure they will find something else if they can't get the exact one.   This seems like an appropriate choice as far 

as the keyboard itself and will help to elevate the music of this band. They are an experienced group.  This is a 

solid keyboard and a natural progression in equipment. Although the project will cost more than the grant 

funds that are available through this award, based on the narrative that has been provided, the applicant well 

aware of this and intends to provide the remaining funds out of pocket.   The timeline of this project is 

detailed and reasonable. The group has demonstrated success in regards to previous opportunities and 

performances, and this grant will allow them to continue growing. The grant will cover most of the project, 

with a small portion coming out of their own funds. 

 

Impact of the Project: 73%  I believe this new keyboard will help them grow and advance them technically 

and altogether. They can easily accomplish the goal timeline they set.  The new equipment should make 

accomplishing goals simpler and accessible.  I appreciate that they plan to create their own album.  Creating 

new work is at the most challenging and rewarding of art-making, and people do want to hear new stuff!   

The process outlined to measure the impact is good. The key for any musician to improve and evaluate is 

recording yourself and listening actively to make changes or improvements. This new keyboard has the 

potential to improve their performance and they seem to have the knowledge to make that the reality. Based 

on the narrative, this project will definitely have an impact on both the applicant's logistical life (carrying the 



equipment to and from gigs and rehearsals), as well as their creative life, in that it is meant to replace older, 

more bulky equipment.  Although the existing equipment does sound functional, these impacts are not to be 

undervalued.   This group has a strong lineup of performances scheduled, and demonstrates growth. There is 

a clear need for the updated keyboard, which will enhance their growth as a group even further and provide 

new possibilities for performing and writing music. 

 

 

 

QSA-20 Kylie Rieke      Pottery Studio Supplies and Small Equipment  $1,000 

 

Overall Score:  79.67%           Rank: 1 of 2 

Panelist #1: 62%, Panelist #2: 77%, Panelist #3: 85%, Panelist #4: 77%, Panelist #5: 92%, Panelist #6: 85% 

 

Ability to Accomplish: 83%  Kylie's pottery/plates show strength and professionalism. She really planned 

ahead with the timeline of receiving products and pickup. Even gave room for possible backordered items. 

Her budget was clearly defined with good description of how the new equipment will maximize her ability to 

produce new plates more efficiently.  Her work is already quite beautiful. She is aware of the specifications 

she must perfect in her stoneware. I appreciate that the applicant has contingencies for out of stock items 

and has accounted for variations in timing. The budget is very detailed. No doubt about the ability to 

accomplish.   Plenty of experience and knowledge. Given that this project is simply the purchase of supplies, 

it is eminently feasible.  The applicant already has a quote for the requested materials. This quote is for just 

over the total amount available through this grant program, so the rest of the funding would need to be 

provided by the applicant.   Artist demonstrates experience with the material and processes. Timeline could 

be more detailed, especially pertaining to the months following equipment purchase. Clear and reasonable 

budget.  

 

Impact of the Project: 77%  I don't see a tremendous amount of growth from this project. She is only buying 

equipment and supplies to support what she is already doing. But I have no doubt that it will help her in her 

professional development.  She specified the changes to the kiln will allow for more pieces to be fired at 

once.  More materials will give her a greater chance to experience and perfect the stoneware.   She'll be able 

to continue her skill development with the new materials.  Just curious as to how her work is selling so far?  

Her resume is awesome!  A nice variety of useful experience listed from juried shows to grant writing.  There 

are so many pieces to becoming a successful artist. I would have liked to have seen more information about 

how the applicant plans to measure the impact other than the ability to practice with new colors and 

materials. How will this impact your process and results? That said, the applicant is improving their practice 

through adding efficiencies and that will help streamline the overall process and has a clear picture of how 

that will work. I appreciate the drive to push their skills in pottery to a more professional level. Given that the 

funds that are being requested through this grant are for supplies and equipment that will make the firing 

and glazing of the artist's work more efficient, it seems to me that this grant would be strongly impactful. 

With a new business, these materials and supplies will be very beneficial to the artists' process and 

production of work. Specific changes and goals are defined and realistic for the amount of time. These 

materials will benefit the artist into the future and continue to make an impact. 


