
 

 

The Southwest Minnesota Arts Council (SMAC) is a non-profit organization committed to 
promoting and encouraging the development of the arts in the eighteen counties of 
southwestern Minnesota by serving as a source of funds and technical services which enable 
local organizations, educational institutions, and individuals to sponsor and/or create and 
promote the arts in their communities. 
 

Artists, arts organizations and arts activities thrive. Public value of the arts is understood and 
acted upon by community members, leaders and policy makers. The creative spirit is integrated 
into the social fabric of every community. 

• Creativity 

• Artistic Quality 

• Learning 

• Advocacy 

• Accessibility 

• Diversity 

• Participation 

• Integrity 

 

We believe that all people deserve art and culture in their lives – from a moment of personal 

inspiration, to a neighborhood musical gathering, to a glorious production that brings thousands 

to their feet. , to the greatest of all: uniting people through creative expression. Tackling the 

issues of equity and inclusion requires commitment, respect, patience, determination, and 

flexibility. SMAC understands that there is no one single way to achieve equitable results, 

however we are committed to a sustained effort in breaking down barriers and building bridges 

across communities. The Southwest Regional Arts Council acknowledges the Dakota Nation as 

the original people of the land in which we live and work. SMAC recognizes we can build 



increased connectivity and economic strength through supporting cultural and artistic 

expression of all social identities including race, ethnicity, national origin, age, gender, sexuality, 

religion, ability, socioeconomic background and the intersectionality of these identities. SMAC 

acknowledges that systems currently in place have historically marginalized and underserved 

indigenous people of the Americas and communities of color. We are committed to closing 

access gaps in the arts with urgency and accountability. As stewards of public funds, SMAC 

embraces the unique opportunity to ensure that all residents of our designated eighteen-county 

region have access to quality arts experiences. SMAC is committed to engaging in the 

relationship building, self-reflection, community discourse, and hands-on work imperative to 

make our region a place where all artistic communities can thrive. Our willingness to engage in 

participatory processes requires trust to be built, and that visioning, ideas, and feedback will be 

incorporated and credited/attributed appropriately. SMAC will focus our resources to educate 

ourselves, modify our practices and shift our own organizational culture to challenge disparities 

as we move toward equitable arts communities. We embrace our responsibility to lead equity 

work in funding, while informing and learning from equity and inclusion in the artistic practices 

and programming of our constituents. 


