
PART 3: Guidelines & Scoring Criteria:  

Arts in the Schools Grants 
 

 

PROGRAM GUIDELINES  

 

Arts in the Schools grants for artist residencies are available for up to $4,000. 
 

Arts in the Schools grants for field trips, juried student art exhibits, and prepackaged theater 

experiences are available for up to $2,500.   

 

No cash match is required for Artist Residencies, Juried Art Exhibits, or Field Trips.  In the current year 

(FY22), no matching funds are required for prepackaged theater grants. For all of these programs, this 

means that schools do not need use any of their own funds (or find other funds) for their project, unless 

their costs are greater than the amount they can request. 

 

Arts in the Schools grants are open to:  

• Public schools in the SMAC service region, including 

o Elementary, middle, and high schools 

o Charter schools 

o Community and technical colleges 

o Public universities 
 

Parochial schools are not eligible to apply, since state funds are used for these grants. 

 

 

Grant projects may include, but are not limited to: 

• Artist residencies 

o An artist residency is a learning partnership between a school and a professional artist 

or arts organization in any arts discipline that includes:  

• A core student group 

• Artist-teacher time for planning and training  

• A teacher present during artist-student contact time 

• A community component 

 

• Juried student art exhibits 

o A school or group of schools can bring in professional artists to jury a student art show 

that is open to the public. 

o Student music performances may also be included 

o Grant funds can pay for the artists, student awards, advertising the show in the 

community, etc.  

o Just one grant per show is allowed, regardless of the number of schools involved 



• Arts field trips 

o Arts field trips may include visits to:  

• artist studios 

• arts performances 

• art galleries or museums 

• art schools 

 

• Pre-packaged theater experiences 

o Schools may bring in pre-packaged theater experiences, such as Prairie Fire or Missoula 

Children’s Theaters.   

o The theater company sends a couple of actor/directors to the school, along with scripts, 

costumes, props, etc. resulting in a performance after a week of rehearsals. 

 

Grant projects must be open to all students within a grade, subject discipline, or activity rather than 

exclusive to a student organization or specific students selected by faculty.  

 

 

The following are not eligible for SMAC grants: 

• Requests from parochial schools 

• Payment of school personnel, excluding substitute teachers while the regular teacher is 

participating in the project 

• Substitutions for regular school programs, including substitution for cancelled arts programs 

that would normally have been part of the curriculum 

• Supplies outside of those needed for the project  

• Projects that don’t have an art focus 

• Activities that take place outside of Minnesota 

• Activities for the religious socialization of the participants or audience 

• Fundraising events 

• Payments of debts incurred before the grant begins 

• Grant funds being used to match another SMAC grant 

• Applicants with past due final reports 

 

 

 

SCORING CRITERIA 

 

Feasibility: 0-5 pts (15%) 

• The application should illustrate a clear plan with reasonable time lines. 

• The budget should be clearly itemized, demonstrate fiscal responsibility, and accurately reflect 

the needs of a carefully thought out project. 

• If the school has received grants from SMAC in the past, it should have a history of successfully 

completed projects.  All reporting requirements for SMAC grants should have been followed.  



 

Artistic Quality & Merit: 0-18 pts (53%) 

• The project’s activities should have high artistic 

merit, with the potential for participants to 

develop knowledge, skills, and understanding of 

the arts. 

• The quality and professionalism of selected artists 

or arts institutions should be at a high level, as 

shown through the provided artist resumes, work 

samples, or information on arts institutions. 

 

 

Impact:  0-11 pts (32%) 

• The project should show a high degree of depth in 

engaged student learning and the scope should be 

age-appropriate, helping develop knowledge, 

skills, and understanding of the arts.  Make sure 

that the project has artistic impact. Other areas of 

educational impact are good to have, but are not 

our main focus. 

• The project should supplement or enhance (not substitute for) regular school arts programming. 

• The project’s activities should be open and accessible to all who might wish to participate. 

• There should be some level of community involvement in the project plans. 

• The applicant should have chosen appropriate MN Arts Outcomes for their project, connected 

those outcomes to realistic, specific, and measurable changes to occur as a result of the project, 

and have a clear, workable plan to measure or prove that their chosen outcomes have been 

achieved.  Providing a sample evaluation tool is optional. 

 

 

Later in the process, applicants will also be awarded one additional percentage point for each of the 

following criteria they meet:  

• First time SMAC applicant 

• Applicant organization led by or primarily serving BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, & People of Color) 

or LGBTQIA2+ communities or people with disabilities 

• Applicant from a county that has received three or fewer SMAC grants in the last fiscal year  

 

Defining “Artistic Quality” 

Artistic Quality is the perceived artistic 

merit or value of any given work of art, so 

it is subjective. However, for the purposes 

of this process, we ask you to look for the 

following attributes in the projects’ or 

artists’ work: 

• Authenticity or originality 

• Technical skill 

• Personal artistic vision/voice 

• Work that evokes or provokes 

emotion, intellectual inquiry, or 

other response from an audience 

• For folk/traditional art, also 

consider recognition from the 

community to which the art form 

belongs 

 


