
PART 3: Guidelines & Scoring Criteria for Artist Equity Grants 
 

PROGRAM GUIDELINES  

 

Artist Equity grants are available for up to $4,500. 
 

No match is required for either of these grants, which means that artists do not need use any of their 

own funds for their project, unless their costs are greater than the amount they can request. 

 

 

Program Intent: The intent of this Artist Equity grant is to aid Black, Indigenous, Latinx, and other artists 

of color with projects that will advance their skills and artistic careers.    

• We acknowledge that indigenous people and communities of color have historically been 

marginalized and underserved, and we are committed to closing gaps in arts access. 

• By providing dedicated resources and recognition to artists of color in our region, we hope to 

support artists in writing their own narratives. 

 

 

The Artist Equity grant program is open to:  

• Indigenous artists and artists of color, including those who are:  

o Native American 

o Black/African/African American 

o Afro Latino 

o Caribbean 

o Chicano/Mexican 

o Central American 

o South American 

o Middle Eastern/North African 

o Southeast Asian/ 

Asian/Pacific Islander 

o Immigrants 

o Refugees 

 

• Adults, age 18+ by the time of signing a grant contract.  
 

• Residents of one of the 18 counties or tribal lands within the SMAC service region.  Applicants 

must be a region resident for at least six months before submitting an application and remain a 

resident through the contract period.   
 

• Artists in any discipline. 

 

 

Arts Disciplines may include: 

• Dance: ballet, ethnic/jazz/folk-inspired and modern 

• Music: band, chamber, choral, experimental/electronic, ethnic-folk inspired, jazz, popular, 

solo/recital and orchestral 

• Opera/Music Theatre 

• Theatre: classical, contemporary, experimental, mime, puppet, young audiences, storytelling 



• Visual: experimental, graphics/printmaking/ book arts, painting, sculpture 

• Craft: clay, fiber, glass, leather, metal, paper, plastic, wood, mixed media 

• Photography 

• Media Arts: film, audio, video, technology/ experimental 

• Literature: fiction, nonfiction, playwriting, poetry 

• Interdisciplinary: Pertaining to art forms/art works that integrate more than one arts discipline 

to form a single work (e.g., collaboration between/among the performing and/or visual arts).  

• Folk/Traditional Arts: Pertaining to oral, customary, material and performance traditions 

informally learned and transmitted in contexts characteristic of ethnic, religious, linguistic, 

occupational, and/or regional groups --  folk/traditional dance, music, crafts & visual arts, oral 

traditions 

 

 

Grant projects may include, but are not limited to: 

• Creation of cultural or traditional art 

• Purchase of supplies necessary to complete a body of work 

• Compensated time for work on a specific body of work 

• Day care costs while working on a specific body of work 

• Attendance at workshops or conferences for professional or artistic development 

• One-on-one study with a mentor 

• Rental of facilities for presenting work, or other activities 

• Research, including travel outside of MN 

• Portfolio production 

• Framing 

• Recording 

• Editing or other costs related to publishing 

 

 

The following are not eligible for SMAC Individual Artist grants: 

• Equipment requests not specifically tied to the proposed project 

• Requests for new building construction or purchase of real estate 

• Credits or materials necessary to fulfill degree requirements for students 

• Applications that primarily involve developing curriculum plans or teaching materials or that are 

primarily intended to advance your teaching career 

• Activities for the religious socialization of the participants or audience 

• Activities that take place outside of Minnesota 

• Activities that attempt to influence any state or federal legislation 

• Applicants with a past SMAC grant project still in progress 

 

 

 



SCORING CRITERIA 

 

Feasibility of the project: 0-3 pts (10%) 

• The project activities and timeline should be feasible and 

achievable.  

• The budget should be clearly itemized, demonstrate fiscal 

responsibility, and accurately reflect the needs of a carefully 

thought out project. 

 

Excellence of work/demonstration of exceptional talent: 0-18 pts 

(58%) 

• The resume and narrative should show the artist’s training 

and accomplishments. 

• The work samples should clearly show artistic quality and 

promise in the artistic discipline presented.   

• The applicant has an artistic vision for the project that 

demonstrates the excellence of their work.   

 

Project’s contribution to the artist’s professional growth: 0-10 pts 

(32%) 

• The applicant should show that this project will play an 

important role in their artistic development and should 

identify expected changes to their skills, knowledge, attitude, 

or behaviors as a result of the project. 

• The applicant should have a plan to measure or prove 

whether those changes have taken place. 

• The project should meet the artistic needs of the applicant. 

 

 

 

Defining “Artistic Quality” 

Artistic Quality is the perceived 

artistic merit or value of any given 

work of art, so it is subjective. 

However, for the purposes of this 

process, we ask you to look for the 

following attributes in the applicants’ 

work: 

• Authenticity or originality 

• Technical skill 

• Personal artistic vision/voice 

• Professional commitment 

• Work that evokes or provokes 

emotion, intellectual inquiry, 

or other response from an 

audience 

 

For folk/traditional art, consider: 

• Authenticity 

• Technical skill 

• Commitment to the art form 

• Recognition from the 

community to which the art 

form belongs 

 


