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ART PROJECT GRANTS - FY 2021
Evaluation Scoresheet

ARTISTIC QUALITY & MERIT (scores from 0-18)

e The project’s activities should have high artistic merit, with the potential for participants and audience to develop
knowledge, skills, and understanding of the arts.

e The artist resumes or bios should show an appropriate level of experience for the project, and work samples should
provide evidence of high artistic quality, including technical skill and artistic vision/voice.

IMPACT ON PARTICIPANTS & AUDIENCE (scores from 0-8)

e The applicant should demonstrate the importance of the project to their community. The project should meet the
artistic needs of the community, organization, and involved artists.

e The project should show growth for the organization and/or for the community, building on the organization’s
mission and previous programming.

e The applicant should have chosen appropriate MN Arts Outcomes for their project and connected those outcomes to
realistic, specific, and measurable changes to occur as a result of the project.

e The applicant should have a clear, workable plan to measure or prove that their chosen outcomes have been
achieved. Providing a sample evaluation tool is optional.

REACHING THE UNDERSERVED (scores from 0-5)

e The applicant should be able to identify the underserved and/or underrepresented groups in their community.

e The applicant should attempt to reach one or more of the underserved/underrepresented groups to enable them to
participate in the project.

e The applicant should be making an effort in regard to ADA accessibility.

ABILITY TO ACCOMPLISH (scores from 0-5)

e The application should illustrate a clear plan with reasonable time lines.

e The marketing and publicity plans should be appropriate for the project, organization, and community.

e There should be community involvement and support for the project, including evidence of collaborations, financial
support, or in-kind contributions.

o The budget should be clearly itemized, demonstrate fiscal responsibility, and accurately reflect the needs of a
carefully thought out project.

e The information provided about the organization’s role, board, and finances should demonstrate ability to
accomplish the project. (and accomplished personnel suited to the proposed art project?)

e If the organization has received grants from SMAC in the past, they should have a history of successfully completed
projects. All reporting requirements for SMAC grants should have been followed.
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ART LEGACY PROJECT GRANTS - FY 2021
Evaluation Scoresheet

ARTISTIC QUALITY & MERIT (scores from 0-18)

e The project’s activities should have high artistic merit, with the potential for participants and audience to develop
knowledge, skills, and understanding of the arts.

e The artist resumes or bios should show an appropriate level of experience for the project, and work samples should
provide evidence of high artistic quality, including technical skill and artistic vision/voice.

IMPACT ON PARTICIPANTS & AUDIENCE (scores from 0-11)

e The applicant should demonstrate the importance of the project to their community. The project should meet the
artistic needs of the community, organization, and involved artists.

e The applicant should demonstrate how the project will provide sustainable arts access in the community, looking
ahead five years and including a plan for physical maintenance, if applicable.

e The project should show growth for the organization and/or for the community, building on the organization’s
mission and previous programming.

e The applicant should have chosen appropriate MN Arts Outcomes for their project and connected those outcomes to
realistic, specific, and measurable changes to occur as a result of the project.

e The applicant should have a clear, workable plan to measure or prove that their chosen outcomes have been
achieved. Providing a sample evaluation tool is optional.

REACHING THE UNDERSERVED (scores from 0-5)

e The applicant should be able to identify the underserved and/or underrepresented groups in their community.

e The applicant should attempt to reach one or more of the underserved/underrepresented groups to enable them to
participate in the project.

e The applicant should be making an effort in regard to ADA accessibility.

ABILITY TO ACCOMPLISH (scores from 0-5)

e The application should illustrate a clear plan with reasonable time lines.

e The marketing and publicity plans should be appropriate for the project, organization, and community.

e There should be community involvement and support for the project, including evidence of collaborations, financial
support, or in-kind contributions.

o The budget should be clearly itemized, demonstrate fiscal responsibility, and accurately reflect the needs of a
carefully thought out project. .

e The information provided about the organization’s role, board, and finances should demonstrate ability to
accomplish the project. (and accomplished personnel suited to the proposed art project?)

o If the organization has received grants from SMAC in the past, they should have a history of successfully completed
projects. All reporting requirements for SMAC grants should have been followed.
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ART LEGACY PROJECT PLANNING GRANTS - FY 2021
Evaluation Scoresheet

ARTISTIC QUALITY & MERIT (scores from 0-10)

e The artistic director resume(s) and qualifications submitted should substantiate high artistic merit & quality.
e Any assisting organizations should be of high quality.

IMPACT OF THE PLANNING (scores from 0-10)

The applicant should demonstrate the importance of this planning project to the final project.

The planning should enable the final project to meet the artistic needs of the community and organization.

The planning project should enable the final project to have high artistic quality and merit.

The applicant should collect and use public input in the planning process, which may lead to community involvement

and support for the final project.

e The applicant should have chosen appropriate MN Arts Outcomes for their project and connected those outcomes to
realistic, specific, and measurable changes to occur as a result of the project.

e The applicant should have a clear, workable plan to measure or prove that their chosen outcomes have been

achieved. Providing a sample evaluation tool is optional.

REACHING THE UNDERSERVED (scores from 0-10)

e The applicant should be able to identify the underserved and/or underrepresented groups in their community.

e The applicant should attempt to reach one or more of the underserved/underrepresented groups to enable them to
participate in the project.

e The applicant should be making an effort in regard to ADA accessibility.

ABILITY TO ACCOMPLISH (scores from 0-10)

e The application should illustrate a clear plan with reasonable time lines.

o The budget should be clearly itemized, demonstrate fiscal responsibility, and accurately reflect the needs of a
carefully thought out project.

e There should be community involvement and support for the project, including evidence of collaborations, financial
support, or in-kind contributions.

e The information provided about the organization’s role, board, and finances should demonstrate ability to
accomplish the project.
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ARTS ORGANIZATION DEVELOPMENT GRANTS - FY 2021
Evaluation Scoresheet

FEASIBILITY OF THE PROJECT (scores from 0-5)

The application should illustrate a clear plan with reasonable time lines.
If working with a consultant, that person should be qualified, with skills well suited to the project.
Participating organization personnel should be committed to project.

The budget should be clearly itemized, demonstrate fiscal responsibility, and accurately reflect the needs of a
carefully thought out project.

MERIT OF ORGANIZATION & ARTISTIC QUALITY OF ITS PROGRAMS (scores from 0-11)

The organization should show that it plays an important role in the artistic development of its community, and in
turn, receives support from the community.

The organization should demonstrate that their projects and activities are of high artistic quality and merit.

The applicant should identify the underserved and/or underrepresented groups in their community and attempt to
reach one or more of those groups to enable them to participate in their activities.

The organization should be making an effort in regard to ADA accessibility.

The information provided about the organization’s board and finances should indicate a strong organization.

IMPACT ON THE ORGANIZATION (scores from 0-18)

The project should help the organization achieve increased capacity and long-term stability.

The project should challenge and stretch the organization while building on its mission and programming.

The applicant should have chosen appropriate MN Arts Outcomes for their project and connected those outcomes to
realistic, specific, and measurable changes to occur as a result of the project.

The applicant should have a clear, workable plan to measure or prove that their chosen outcomes have been
achieved. Providing a sample evaluation tool is optional.
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ARTS ORGANIZATION START-UP GRANTS - FY 2021
Evaluation Scoresheet

MERIT OF ORGANIZATION & ARTISTIC QUALITY OF ITS PROGRAMS (scores from 0-7)

The organization should show that it plays an important role in the artistic development of its community, and in
turn, receives support from the community.

The organization should demonstrate that their projects and activities are of high artistic quality and merit.

The applicant should identify the underserved and/or underrepresented groups in their community and attempt to
reach one or more of those groups to enable them to participate in their activities.

The organization should be making an effort in regard to ADA accessibility.

The information provided about the organization’s personnel, board, and finances should indicate a strong
organization.

FEASIBILITY OF THE PROJECT (scores from 0-3)

The organization should show the ability to successfully achieve their non-profit status through plans described.

If working with a consultant, that person should be qualified, with skills well suited to the project.

Participating organization personnel should be committed to project.

The budget should be clearly itemized, demonstrate fiscal responsibility, and accurately reflect the needs of a
carefully thought out project.

The applicant should have chosen appropriate MN Arts Outcomes for their project and connected those outcomes to
realistic, specific, and measurable changes to occur as a result of the project.

The applicant should have a clear, workable plan to measure or prove that their chosen outcomes have been
achieved. Providing a sample evaluation tool is optional.
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EQUIPMENT & FACILITIES IMPROVEMENT GRANTS - FY 2021
Evaluation Scoresheet

FEASIBILITY OF THE PROJECT (scores from 0-5)

The organization should show that they have chosen a reasonable course for the purchase or improvement.
The application should illustrate a clear plan with reasonable time lines.
Participating personnel should be capable and committed to the project.

The budget should be clearly itemized, demonstrate fiscal responsibility, and accurately reflect the needs of a
carefully thought out project.

MERIT OF ORGANIZATION & ARTISTIC QUALITY OF ITS PROGRAMS (scores from 0-11)

The organization should show that it plays an important role in the artistic development of its community, and in
turn, receives support from the community.

The organization should demonstrate that their projects and activities are of high artistic quality and merit.

The applicant should identify the underserved and/or underrepresented groups in their community and attempt to
reach one or more of those groups to enable them to participate in their activities.

The organization should be making an effort in regard to ADA accessibility.

The information provided about the organization’s board and finances should indicate a strong organization.

IMPACT ON THE ORGANIZATION (scores from 0-18)

The purchase or improvement should strengthen the organization’s ability to provide future high quality activities.
The project should challenge and stretch the organization while building on its mission and programming.

The applicant should have chosen appropriate MN Arts Outcomes for their project and connected those outcomes to
realistic, specific, and measurable changes to occur as a result of the project.

The applicant should have a clear, workable plan to measure or prove that their chosen outcomes have been
achieved. Providing a sample evaluation tool is optional.
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ARTS IN THE SCHOOLS GRANTS - FY2021
Evaluation Scoresheet

Feasibility (scores from 0-5)

The application should illustrate a clear plan with reasonable time lines.

The budget should be clearly itemized, demonstrate fiscal responsibility, and accurately reflect the needs of a
carefully thought out project.

If the school has received grants from SMAC in the past, it should have a history of successfully completed projects.
All reporting requirements for SMAC grants should have been followed.

Artistic Quality & Merit (scores from 0-18)

The project’s activities should have high artistic merit, with the potential for participants to develop knowledge, skills,
and understanding of the arts.

The quality and professionalism of selected artists or arts institutions should be at a high level, as shown through the
provided artist resumes, work samples, or information on arts institutions.

Impact (scores from 0-11)

The project should show a high degree of depth in engaged student learning and the scope should be age-
appropriate, helping develop knowledge, skills, and understanding of the arts.

The project should supplement or enhance (not substitute for) regular school arts programming.

The project’s activities should be open and accessible to all who might wish to participate.

There should be some level of community involvement in the project plans.

The applicant should have chosen appropriate MN Arts Outcomes for their project and connected those outcomes to
realistic, specific, and measurable changes to occur as a result of the project.

The applicant should have a clear, workable plan to measure or prove that their chosen outcomes have been
achieved. Providing a sample evaluation tool is optional.
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ART STUDY OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUTH - FY2021
Evaluation Scoresheet

PROJECT’S CONTRIBUTION TO STUDENT’S ARTISTIC GROWTH (scores from 0-9)

o The study opportunity as described should be well-planned and financially feasible.

e The chosen mentor/study opportunity should have high artistic merit, proven by the materials provided.
e The study opportunity should have the potential to strengthen the student's skills in this art form.

e The applicant should articulate how they want to grow through this study opportunity.

EXCELLENCE OF WORK AND DEMONSTRATION OF EXCEPTIONAL TALENT (scores from 0-18)

e The application should show that this student's past activities and studies in this art form have been significant for
their age level and were of high artistic quality.
e The work samples submitted should clearly show excellence and promise in the artistic discipline presented.

EVIDENCE OF SERIOUS COMMITMENT (scores from 0-9)

e The applicant should demonstrate a desire to challenge themselves artistically and describe past instances in which
they did challenge themselves.
e The applicant should clearly describe a high level of commitment to the study opportunity.
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INDIVIDUAL ARTIST: EMERGING ARTIST GRANTS — FY2021
Evaluation Scoresheet

FEASIBILITY OF THE PROJECT (scores from 0-3)

o The project activities and timeline should be feasible and achievable.

e The budget should be clearly itemized, demonstrate fiscal responsibility, and accurately reflect the needs of a
carefully thought out project.

EXCELLENCE OF WORK AND DEMONSTRATION OF EXCEPTIONAL TALENT (scores from 0-18)

e The resume should show the artist’s training and accomplishments.
e The work samples should clearly show artistic quality and promise in the artistic discipline presented. Artistic quality
is defined by:
o Authenticity or originality
o Technical skill
o Personal artistic vision/voice
o Professional commitment
o Work that evokes or provokes emotion, intellectual inquiry, or other response from an audience

For folk/traditional art, consider:
o Authenticity
o Technical skill
o Commitment to the art form
o Recognition from the community to which the art form belongs

e The applicant has an artistic vision for the project that demonstrates the excellence of their work.

PROJECT’S CONTRIBUTION TO ARTIST’S PROFESSIONAL GROWTH (scores from 0-10)

e The applicant should show that this project will play an important role in their artistic development.
e The project should meet the artistic needs of the applicant.
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INDIVIDUAL ARTIST: ESTABLISHED CAREER ARTIST GRANTS - FY2021
Evaluation Scoresheet

FEASIBILITY OF THE PROJECT (scores from 0-3)

o The project activities and timeline should be feasible and achievable.

e The budget should be clearly itemized, demonstrate fiscal responsibility, and accurately reflect the needs of a
carefully thought out project.

EXCELLENCE OF WORK AND DEMONSTRATION OF EXCEPTIONAL TALENT (scores from 0-18)

e The resume should show the artist’s training and accomplishments.
e The work samples should clearly show artistic quality and promise in the artistic discipline presented. Artistic quality

is defined by:
o Authenticity or originality
o Technical skill
o Personal artistic vision/voice
o Professional commitment
o Work that evokes or provokes emotion, intellectual inquiry, or other response from an audience

For folk/traditional art, consider:
o Authenticity
o Technical skill
o Commitment to the art form
o Recognition from the community to which the art form belongs

e The applicant has an artistic vision for the project that demonstrates the excellence of their work.

PROJECT’S CONTRIBUTION TO ARTIST’S PROFESSIONAL GROWTH (scores from 0-10)

e The applicant should show that this project will play an important role in their artistic development.
e The project should meet the artistic needs of the applicant.
e The applicant should share their project with the community in some way.
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INDIVIDUAL ARTIST: COMMUNITY COLLABORATION GRANTS - 2020
Evaluation Scoresheet

MERIT OF THE COMMUNITY PROJECT (scores from 0-10)

e The applicant’s artistic vision should be clear, leading to a completed project of high artistic quality.

e The project should develop knowledge, skills, and understanding of the arts for community members, especially for
those not normally exposed to this art form.

e Community members should have input and involvement in the project, which should be suited to meet the artistic
needs of this particular community.

e The applicant should identify the underserved and/or underrepresented groups in their community and attempt to
reach one or more of those groups to enable them to participate in the project.

FEASIBILITY OF THE PROJECT (scores from 0-5)

e The applicant should have secured an appropriate community partner who will contribute to the success of the
project.

e The application should detail a clear plan with reasonable time lines and appropriate publicity.

e The budget should be clearly itemized, demonstrate fiscal responsibility, and accurately reflect the needs of a
carefully thought out project.

ARTIST’S EXCELLENCE OF WORK/DEMONSTRATION OF EXCEPTIONAL TALENT (scores from 0-18)

o The resume should show the artist’s training and accomplishments.
e The work samples should clearly show artistic quality and promise in the artistic discipline presented. Artistic quality
is defined by:
o Authenticity or originality
o Technical skill
o Personal artistic vision/voice
o Professional commitment
o Work that evokes or provokes emotion, intellectual inquiry, or other response from an audience

For folk/traditional art, consider:
o Authenticity
o Technical skill
o Commitment to the art form
o Recognition from the community to which the art form belongs

PROJECT’S CONTRIBUTION TO APPLICANT’S ARTISTIC GROWTH (scores from 0-10)

e The artist should show that this project will play an important role in their artistic development.

e The project should meet the artistic needs of the applicant.

e The applicant should have chosen appropriate MN Arts Outcomes for themselves and for the community, and have
connected those outcomes to realistic, specific, and measurable changes to occur as a result of the project.

e The applicant should have a clear, workable plan to measure or prove that their chosen outcomes have been
achieved. Providing a sample evaluation tool is optional.



