START DATE DEFINITIONS FROM OTHER RACs

NW MN Arts Council

The project starting date is when a financial commitment has been made toward the project. Examples of
financial commitments include but are not limited to: ordering play books, advertising for auditions, making a
deposit to sponsor a touring group, signing a contract for a performance, etc.

Projects for which there has been any kind of financial commitment prior to that grant round’s “Earliest
Starting Date” on the Application Deadline Schedule will not be eligible for funding.

Region 2 Arts Council
Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund Use Requirements for Arts Access Grants

* To produce, present, and offer arts programming and projects that provide accessible, new and/or
expanded arts activity.

* To support arts programming and projects that take place within the state of Minnesota.

® To support arts projects and programming for which measurable outcomes have been established,
and a plan for evaluating the outcomes and results is in place.

* To supplement, but never substitute, for traditional sources of funding for arts projects and
programming, especially in schools/colleges/universities.

e To support only those arts projects and programming for which no expenses have been paid prior to
the earliest start date

IMPORTANT: Any project or program for which project-specific expenses have been incurred and paid prior to
the earliest start date is not eligible for funding from this grant. However, an arts project that exists within the
context of or due to the existence of a larger project may be eligible for funding if it meets the Arts and
Cultural Heritage Fund Use Requirements above and the Eligibility Requirements below. For example, an
entire theater production for which there are expenses specific to the production itself that will have been
paid prior to the earliest start date would be ineligible for funding from this grant program. However, the
development of a matinee performance, a subset of the theater production, with its own goals, outcomes,
audiences, and budget may be eligible for funding if it meets all funding and eligibility requirements. The
matinee performance or performance series would be described in this grant application as an arts project or
program, with its own budget, specific public audience, accessibility initiatives, and intended outcomes or
impacts for the designated target audience.

From application: “The start date should be approximately one month before your project is to take place or
before you have to contract for services and may fall between the Earliest Start Date (listed at the beginning of
this application form) and one year after the Earliest Start Date.”

Five Wings Arts Council
“Activity and fund expenditure for the project must not occur before this date.”

East Central Regional Arts Council
The start date for an ECRAC grant is defined as “the point at which the project is set in motion (e.g. rehearsals,
advertising and public notification, payment of fees, ordering and/or paying for supplies or printed material,



etc.).” ECRAC does not fund projects that are already underway. Grantees must wait until their notification of
grant award before printing and/or disseminating publicity materials. No funds can be expended prior to the
project start date. Funds incurred before the project start date (such as entering into a contract with
performers) cannot be included in the grant project and may make your project ineligible. Please contact
ECRAC staff if you are unclear about whether ECRAC would consider your project as already started.

Prairie Lake Regional Arts Council

The start date for a PLRAC grant is defined as the point at which the project is set in motion (e.g. rehearsals,
advertising and public notification, payment of fees, ordering and/or paying for supplies or printed material,
etc.). No expenses can be incurred prior to the project start date.

Metropolitan Regional Arts Council

MRAC does not reimburse costs incurred before the published Earliest Grant Expenditure Date. All expenses
included in the grant proposal must be incurred after this date. Including expenses incurred prior to this date
will deem the entire application ineligible.

Earliest Project Start Date has been changed to Earliest Grant Expenditure Date. This loosens the activities that
groups are able to do leading up to the proposed project. The grant request should detail the activities and
expenses that will be covered in the timeframe proposed in the grant request. Tickets can be sold, marketing
can begin, contracts can be signed prior to the Earliest Grant Expenditure Date as long as those fees/expenses
are not part of the MRAC request.



