SMAC Grant Program Descriptions

Art Project (AP): $7,000 ($2,500 pre-packaged theatre)

The Art Project grant program is open to nonprofit organizations in the eighteen counties of the SW MN
Arts Council (SMAC) service region to stimulate and encourage the creation, performance, and
appreciation of the arts in the region.

Art Legacy Project (APL): $25,000

The Art Legacy Project grant program is open to nonprofit organizations in the eighteen counties of the
SMAC service region to stimulate and encourage the creation, performance, and appreciation of the arts
through large scale projects that will leave an arts legacy in southwest Minnesota. An art legacy project
should provide sustainable arts access in the community, with a continuing impact over several years.

Art Legacy Project Planning (PLA): $2,500

The intent of this grant program is to provide funding for organizations in the SMAC region to plan for a
specific large-scale project or activity that will create or advance a strong arts legacy in Minnesota. The
activities funded through this grant help applicants prepare to apply for an Art Legacy Project grant for
their final project.

Arts Organization Development (AOD): $5,000

The intent of the Arts Organization Development grant program is to provide funding for organizations
whose mission is focused primarily on the arts and who are located in the SMAC region to increase their
long-term stability and capacity through organizational development and management projects.

Arts Organization Start-Up (SU): $2,000

The intent of the Arts Organization Start-Up grant program is to provide funding for organizations whose
mission is focused primarily on the arts and who are located in the SMAC region to develop articles of
incorporation, by-laws, and apply for their 501(c)(3) nonprofit status. Arts organizations must have
completed at least two years of programming at the time of application. Limit one grant per
organization.

Equipment & Facilities Improvement (EQ): $10,000

The intent of the Equipment & Facilities Improvement grant program is to provide funding for
organizations whose mission is focused primarily on the arts and who are located in the SMAC region for
the purchase of equipment items and facilities improvements that will strengthen the arts organization’s
capacity to serve the arts need of the region. Requests for equipment will be accepted from non-arts
organizations if the case can be made that the main purpose is to support community arts projects.

Operating Support (0S): 15% or 35% of average annual expenses

2-year grant available every other year. The intent of the Operating Support grant program is to
strengthen and stabilize arts organizations that demonstrate programming of high artistic quality and
efficient management. This program recognizes that organizations with an established record of
programmatic service and administrative stability should have access to funds to support their
organizational goals and objectives, rather than specific projects. Operating Support funding enables



qualifying organizations to maintain their ongoing programs, services, and facilities without special
emphasis on new initiatives as justification for funding.

Arts in the Schools (AIS): $4,000 residencies; $2,500 field trips, exhibit, prepackaged theatre

The Arts in the Schools grant program is open to public schools in the eighteen counties of the SMAC
service region. The program intent is to provide funds for artist residencies or field trips that include
educator training and community involvement, juried student art exhibits, and prepackaged theatre
experiences.

Art Study Opportunity for Youth (ASOY): $500

The intent of the Art Study Opportunity for Youth grant is to allow students entering grades 5-12 to
study their chosen art form with a practicing professional artist or attend an arts workshop, series of
classes, or special training opportunity. This grant program is designed to aid in the development of
young artists.

Individual Artist: Emerging (IAE): $2,500

Emerging artists are defined as those who are at an early stage in their career development. Other
artists and arts professionals within their chosen field will not have acknowledged them as established
artists. An emerging artist is expected to have a limited, yet clearly promising performance, publishing,
or exhibition record. Our goal is to provide resources and recognition to regional artists that will allow
their work to develop and evolve. It is our intent to inspire creativity in its unique and true state without
consideration of what is saleable. Funds may be used for a variety of activities designed to aid in public
awareness of the artist’s work or projects that will aid in the progression to, and/or exploration of a new
level in their artistic development and professional career. SMAC encourages artists to apply for
concrete opportunities that address their artistic needs and increase their ability to live and work in the
SW MN Region.

Individual Artist: Established Career (IAC): $7,000

The Established Career Artist category of the Individual Artist grant program is designed to aid
professional artists who have held significant solo shows, performances or have been published in
significant publications (i.e., peer reviewed or professionally edited publications). Our goal is to provide
resources and recognition to regional artists that will allow their work to develop and evolve. It is our
intent to inspire creativity in its unique and true state without consideration of what is saleable. Funds
may be used for a variety of activities designed to aid in public awareness of the artist’s work or projects
that will aid in the progression to, and/or exploration of a new level in their artistic development and
professional career. SMAC encourages artists to apply for concrete opportunities that address their
artistic needs and increase their ability to live and work in the SW MN Region.

Individual Artist: Community Collaboration (ACC): $10,000

The intent of this grant program is to fund projects that bring an artist and a community together in a
creative and collaborative relationship. These projects should have a lasting impact on both the artist
and the community. Funds may be used for projects that have an equal focus on: 1) the artist reaching a
new level in their artistic development through the creation of a major new work, and 2) the artist
collaborating with the community to introduce them to the arts in a new way, while reaching a segment
of the population that is not normally exposed to the art form.



Rural Arts & Culture Summit (WKS): $450

Available every other year. Scholarships enable individuals from the SMAC region to attend the Rural
Arts and Culture Summit, a practitioner-driven gathering that celebrates and expands the field of rural
arts-based community development by providing a space for learning, relationship building and
celebration about the role of art and creativity in building strong, healthy and resilient rural
communities.

Board Initiated Grants/Local Arts Initiative

These grants have been used to fund requests brought to SMAC's attention that would not be eligible
under any of our grant programs. We have funded things like the SW/WC Service Cooperative’s Young
Artists Conference (52,500 per year) and travel costs for community theatre groups who have moved on
to national competitions.

Prairie Disciple Award (PD): $1,000

The Prairie Disciple Award provides awareness and recognition of one individual per year from
southwest Minnesota, whose activities and involvement have substantially contributed to the arts over
an extended period of time. The accomplishments of arts advocates working in the region are often not
widely known or appreciated. In recognizing these individuals publicly, the awards will raise the profile
of the arts in their communities and throughout the SMAC region.

Prairie Star Award (PS): $5,000

Available every other year. The Prairie Star Award recognizes an individual artist whose body of work
has made a significant contribution to the arts over an extended period of time, who has been
recognized by his or her artistic peers, and who has best exemplified the highest quality of work in the
SMAC region. In recognizing these individuals publicly, the awards will raise the profile of the arts in
their communities and throughout the SMAC region.



