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Serving Big Stone, Chippewa, Cottonwood, Jackson, Kandiyohi, Lac qui Parle, Lincoln, Lyon, McLeod,  

Meeker, Murray, Nobles, Pipestone, Redwood, Renville, Rock, Swift & Yellow Medicine counties 

 

INDIVIDUAL ARTIST GRANTS for COMMUNITY COLLABORATION 
 

Fiscal Year 2021 Guidelines 
Effective July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021 

The grants described in this guide are dependent on appropriations to the SW MN Arts Council  

from the State of Minnesota’s arts & cultural heritage fund.  Grants to individuals are taxable income.   

Applicants who need further information are encouraged to contact a tax preparer. 
 
 

Deadlines: submitted online by 4:30 pm 

Available for the Individual Artist Round II deadline only: 

Round II deadline:   January 13, 2021   Earliest project start date:   March 1, 2021 

 

The start date for a SMAC grant is defined as the point at which the project is set in motion (e.g. auditions, rehearsals, 

advertising and public notification, payment of fees, ordering and/or paying for supplies or printed material, etc.). No 

funds can be expended prior to the project start date.  Funds spent before the project start date, such as a deposit on a 

contract, cannot be included in the grant project budget. No advertising by the applicant can take place before the 

start date, whether or not it will be paid for through the grant. However, posting basic information such as event dates 

is allowed.  Projects must be concluded no later than June 30, 2022.  

 
 

Program Intent & Eligibility 
 
Intent: The intent of this grant program is to fund projects that bring an artist and a community together in a creative 

and collaborative relationship.  The applicant must be one artist, not a pair or group of artists.  These projects should 

have a lasting impact on both the artist and the community.   

 

Funds may be used for projects that have an equal focus on: 

1) the artist reaching a new level in their artistic development through the creation of a major new work, and 

2) the artist collaborating with the community to introduce them to the arts in a new way, while reaching a segment of 

the population that is not normally exposed to the art form.   

 

Projects may include any art form.  There are many variations of how collaborative art works are made, developed, and 

shared; there is no one model.  However, the project should be by, with, and for the community, with the activities 

reflecting the community’s energy and qualities. 

 

The artist must have an active Community Partner that will support and assist with the project.  The Community Partner 

can be a city government, chamber of commerce, arts council, historical society, or other nonprofit organization.  The 

Community Partner cannot be a school. 

 

Eligibility:   The Individual Artist: Community Collaboration grant program open to permanent residents within the 

eighteen counties of the SMAC service region (Big Stone, Chippewa, Cottonwood, Jackson, Kandiyohi, Lac qui Parle, 

Lincoln, Lyon, McLeod, Meeker, Murray, Nobles, Pipestone, Redwood, Renville, Rock, Swift, and Yellow Medicine 

counties) or on tribal lands within our service area.  We acknowledge that this region occupies the traditional, ancestral, 

and contemporary lands of the Dakota people, who have stewarded these lands throughout the generations. 

 

Applicants must be a region resident for at least six months prior to submitting an application and remain a resident 

throughout the contract period.  Applicants may be asked to provide proof of residency, which must be demonstrated 



by the following, each showing an eligible address:  1) A valid MN state ID/driver's license or other federally recognized 

documentation and 2) Bills for utilities or mortgage/rent. 

 

Applicants must be at least 18 years old by the time of signing their grant contract.   Applicants must also have no 

outstanding final reports due to SMAC.  An artist may not apply for a second project that runs concurrently with another 

SMAC-funded individual artist grant project.   

 

Individual artist grant panelists who will be reviewing grants in this round and immediate family members of SMAC 

Board members or SMAC staff are ineligible to apply for this grant program.  SMAC Board Members are not eligible to 

apply for this program during their tenure on the Board or until two years following their resignation from the Board. 

 

In addition to the restrictions listed in SMAC’s general grant guidelines, the following are NOT eligible for Individual 

Artist: Community Collaboration grants:  

• Fees for entering juried competitions or shows 

• Traveling for research 

• Taking classes or workshops 

• Equipment requests not specifically tied to the proposed project. 

• Credits or materials necessary to fulfill degree requirements for students, including tuition, class projects, 

and school-related exhibits, performances, or shows. 

• Projects that primarily involve developing curriculum plans, teaching materials, or other related activities 

intended to advance your professional teaching career; or applications that are primarily educational 

projects within a school system. 

• Applications that support strictly commercial activities; projects intended for mass-market distribution or 

those that have profit as the primary motive. 

 

 
Grant Amount: Up to $10,000 in funding, no match required.  Grant funding counts toward your taxable income. 
 
 
Review Criteria 
The grant review panel will score your application based on: 

• the artist’s excellence of work and demonstration of exceptional talent (42%) 

• merit of the community project  (23%) 

• project's contribution to the applicant’s artistic growth (23%) 

• feasibility of the project (12%) 

 

The panel's evaluation scoresheet is available on the SMAC website.  Read more about the grant review process in the 

SMAC’s general grant guidelines.  

  


