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MINNESOTA STATE ARTS BOARD  
 
Artist Initiative program (individuals) 
When considering artistic quality, the panel will take into account where each applicant is in his or her career. The 
applicant's work sample, resume, and artist background should demonstrate: 

• Authenticity or originality 
• Technical skill 
• Personal artistic vision/voice 
• Professional commitment 
• Work that evokes or provokes emotion, intellectual inquiry, or other response from an audience 

 
 

Folk & Traditional Arts program (individuals and organizations) 
• Project activities involve master artists who have earned recognition from the cultural community for skill 

and accomplishments in a folk and traditional art form. 
o What technical skills are required to master the art form(s)? 
o Who are the artists selected for this project? How and where did they learn the art form? How has 

the cultural community recognized these artists for their contributions to and mastery of the art 
form? For example, do the artists receive regular requests to perform at weddings or funerals? Do 
they make regalia for family and community members? Was their fiddling recorded by family 
members or folklorists, etc.? Panelists will review artist work samples and artist biographies for 
additional information. 

• The project creates an opportunity that would not otherwise be available for artists and members of the 
cultural community to share, practice, pass on, or document the art form. 

• The proposed folk and traditional arts activities are rooted in and accessible to the cultural community. 
• Activities will use a process of conversation, observation, and practice to share, practice, or pass on the art 

form within the cultural community and/or share the art form with a larger audience. If the primary focus 
of the project is to create documentation of an art form, the documentation will be available and useful to 
the cultural community. 

• For apprenticeships only: The apprentice has a baseline of skills and a commitment to continuing to 
practice the art form. 
 

MSAB focuses on authenticity and recognition from the cultural community rather than strictly “originality.”  The 
artists should be working respectfully in a living tradition, but not doing recreations of the past.  It’s important to 
allow developing artists the opportunity to apprentice in order to work toward recognition from the community.  
The director for this program suggested that when evaluating traditional art, SMAC could use considerations like:  

• Authenticity or originality 
• Technical skill  
• Personal artistic vision/voice 
• Professional commitment 
• Work that evokes or provokes emotion, intellectual inquiry, or other response from an audience 



 
 
Arts Access program (organizations) 

• Arts content is delivered by highly competent artists with appropriate qualities to achieve the project 
outcomes.  

o List the artists or arts organizations that will be involved in the arts experience. Describe their 
connections with or relevance to the identified community and how they are the best positioned 
to advance project outcomes.  

• Activities are designed to work toward permanent change in how the community and applicant engage 
with each other. 

o Explain how engaging in these activities will affect the applicant and community relationship. How 
will these changes be sustained over time?  

• The identified community has expressed interest in engaging with the applicant, and will be actively 
involved in designing the arts experiences. 

o Explain how the applicant knows that the identified community wants to engage with the 
applicant. 

o Describe how collaboration with the community will help determine or shape the project’s arts 
activities.  

• Arts experiences are designed to achieve program and project outcomes.  
o Describe the artistic experiences that will be provided through this project and its relevance to the 

outcomes.  

 
 
JEROME FOUNDATION 
 
For individuals 
When we meet as a panel, we will together brainstorm a list of the ways in which each of us recognizes merit. 
Below is a list of different ideas panelists have shared: 

• demonstrates strong technical skills 
• the self-awareness of the maker is clear 
• the work reveals something about the world, there is a quality to the storytelling 
• invites us to question 
• communicates unique perspective 
• invites discovery and new insight 
• represents an artist challenge or stretch, there is risk involved 
• the exploration feels relevant and deeply considered 
• the artist has an authentic relationship/connection to the content/community involved in the work 
• the artist shows a commitment to working in this form 
• the combination of aesthetics/skill/delivery is engaging  
• the artist’s work activates the emotional, intellectual, spiritual  

 
 
 
 


