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Southwest Minnesota Arts Council 
Grant Appeal Process 

Appeal Process: 
 
Any applicant who disputes the decision of the board regarding his or her grant application on any issue other 
than artistic quality or merit may appeal the decision of the board. Appeals must be based on alleged procedural 
errors.  There is no right of appeal for disputes of decisions of the board and/or its advisory committees with 
respect to the stated grant criteria, including but not limited to artistic quality or merit, ability, collaboration and 
support.  Appeals on judgements of merit/quality or ability will not be heard.  
 
The appeals process is as follows: 
 
1. Appellant organizations must submit a formal letter of appeal to the Executive Director stating the reason(s) 

for the appeal.  Letters of appeal must be received within ten (10) days of written notification of the board’s 
decision on the original application.  A copy of this letter should also be sent to the President of the SMAC 
Board of Directors. 

 
2. Appellant will receive written notification from SMAC of receipt of their request for an appeal.  This 

notification will include the date and time the request for appeal will be brought to the SMAC executive 
committee. 

 
3. The executive committee will review the written appeal request as soon as possible but no later than 30 days 

following the receipt of the request. 
 
4. The executive committee may then do any of the following:  
 

A. Determine that there has been no procedural irregularity, and dismiss the appeal;  
 
B. Determine that more investigation is needed.  Investigation could include interviewing panel 

members, allowing testimony, or asking the organization for written clarification.  After 
investigation, the executive committee would then make decision A., or 

  
C. Determine that a procedural irregularity did occur, to the apparent detriment of the applicant -- and 

pass the application back to the board for another chance to be judged "on its merits." 
 

5. If the appellant organization is then awarded a grant, it will not be at the expense of other applicants who 
have already been awarded grants -- EXCEPT THAT if the "procedural irregularity" involves misconduct 
by another applicant (such as an undisclosed conflict of interest by a panel member) that organization could 
be penalized.  
 

6. If the executive committee is aware of any procedural irregularity or unfairness, this may be considered, 
even if the appellant did not raise it.  

 
7. Within 45 days of receipt of a request for appeal, appellant will receive notification of the executive 

committee’s decision on the action that will be taken concerning the request. 
 
8. The appellant will be notified in writing of the final board action that will be taken concerning the request. 
 
9. There is no right of appeal for disputes of decisions of the board and / or its advisory committees with 

respect to the stated grant criteria, including but not limited to artistic quality or merit, ability, collaboration 
and support.  

 


