
Questions in current Art Project application 
 
Impact on the Participants or Audience 
 
Meeting the Community's Needs* 
Why is this activity important to the community? How does this 
project meet the artistic needs of your community, your 
organization, and the artists involved? Does this project duplicate 
other existing programs or activities in your community? How does 
this project help to develop knowledge, skills, and understanding 
of the arts? 
 
Growth* 
How will this project help your organization -- or your community -- 
grow? How does the project build on your organization's mission? 
If you have received a SMAC grant for a similar program in the 
past, how is this proposal different? How does it show growth? 
 
Community Support* 
How are community groups showing their support of the proposed 
project (financially, through monetary or in-kind donations of 
supplies or space or personnel, etc.)? Detail the collaborations 
planned with community organizations, businesses, and community 
members. 
 
Impacting the Under-Served* 
How will this project reach the under-served in its community? How 
will this project ensure that all community members are welcome 
to participate? How will it include community members who 
represent the diversity present in its community? 
 
American Disabilities Act 
The 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act made access to cultural 
programs and services for persons with disabilities a civil right. In 
the spirit of that law, SMAC believes that the receipt of public 
money obligates its grant recipients to ensure that people with 
disabilities can fully participate in and enjoy arts activities. One 
approach to understanding the many ways a group can become 
more accessible is to develop an ADA access plan. Such a plan serves 
to assess the accessibility of an organization's programs, services, 
and facilities and define strategies for improvement. 
 
ADA Access Plan* 
Our organization has (choose one): 

• An ADA access plan approved by our board of directors 
• Begun ADA access planning 
• No ADA access plan 

 
ADA Accessibility* 
In regard to the ADA, how will you ensure that the project will be 
accessible to all who might wish to participate?

Draft questions for NEW Art Project application 
 
Impact on the Participants or Audience 
 
Meeting the Community's Needs* 
Why is this activity important to the community? How does this 
project meet the artistic needs of your community, your 
organization, and the artists involved? Does this project duplicate 
other existing programs or activities in your community? How does 
this project help to develop knowledge, skills, and understanding 
of the arts? 
 
Growth* 
How will this project help your organization -- or your community -- 
grow? How does the project build on your organization's mission? 
If you have received a SMAC grant for a similar program in the 
past, how is this proposal different? How does it show growth? 
 
Community Support* 
How are community groups showing their support of the proposed 
project (financially, through monetary or in-kind donations of 
supplies or space or personnel, etc.)? Detail the collaborations 
planned with community organizations, businesses, and community 
members. 
 
 
Reaching the Under-Served 
 
The Under-Served in Your Community* 
Describe the groups in your community that are under-served.  
These groups may be defined by race/ethnicity, language, socio-
economic level, age, gender, etc. 
 
Reaching the Under-Served* 
What will you do to reach out to or involve the under-served 
groups that you identified, so that they can participate in your 
project?   
 
Benefit to the Under-Served* 
How will your project specifically benefit these under-served 
groups? 
 
American Disabilities Act (ADA) Access Plan* 
The 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act made access to cultural programs and 
services for persons with disabilities a civil right. In the spirit of that law, SMAC 
believes that the receipt of public money obligates its grant recipients to ensure that 
people with disabilities can fully participate in and enjoy arts activities. One approach 
to understanding the many ways a group can become more accessible is to develop 
an ADA access plan. Such a plan serves to assess the accessibility of an organization's 
programs, services, and facilities and define strategies for improvement. 
 
Our organization has (choose one): 

• An ADA access plan approved by our board of directors 
• Begun ADA access planning 
• No ADA access plan 

 
SMAC Staff Note: Applicant’s ADA Access Plan Progress* 
 
ADA Accessibility* 
In regard to the ADA, how will you ensure that the project will be 
accessible to those with various disabilities (mobility, vision, 
hearing, etc.)? 
 



 

Current Art Project evaluation 
 
ARTISTIC QUALITY & MERIT (scores from 0-18) 
• The project description should prove that the proposed 

project offers a high-level of artistic quality. 
• The artist résumé(s) and any work samples submitted should 

substantiate high artistic merit & quality. 
 
IMPACT ON PARTICIPANTS & AUDIENCE (scores from 0-11) 
• The applicant should demonstrate the importance of the 

project to their community. The project should meet the 
artistic needs of the community, organization, and involved 
artists. The project should not duplicate other existing 
programs or activities in the community. 

• The project should help to develop knowledge, skills, and 
understanding of the arts. 

• The project should show growth and/or diversity from the 
organization’s past projects and for the community. The 
project should challenge and stretch the organization and 
community. 

• There should be community involvement and support for the 
project, including evidence of collaborations, financial support, 
or in-kind contributions.  

• The project’s activities should be open and accessible to all 
who might wish to participate. 

• The project should be well-suited to benefit under-served 
populations in the community. The applicant should define 
how those populations will be reached through the project. 

 
ABILITY TO ACCOMPLISH (scores from 0-5) 
• The organization should be reputable and qualified, with 

accomplished personnel suited to the proposed art project. 
• The application should be detailed and comprehensive, 

illustrating a clear plan with reasonable time lines. 
• The marketing and publicity plans should be appropriate for 

the project, organization, and community. 
• If the organization has received grants from SMAC in the past, 

they should have a history of successfully completed projects. 
All reporting requirements for SMAC grants should have been 
followed. 

• The budget should be clearly itemized, addressing all areas of 
the project.  The budget should be feasible, demonstrate fiscal 
responsibility, and accurately reflect the needs of a carefully 
thought out project. The income should be derived from a 
variety of sources. (Operating Support grant recipients cannot 
include administrative overhead costs.) 

 
OUTCOME EVALUATION PLAN (scores from 0-2) 
• The goal(s) should be feasible for the project and show that 

the organization is considering the outcomes of the proposed 
project. 

• The outcome evaluation plan should be appropriate for the 
project, and clearly show the ability to measure the objectives 
of the project. 

 

Draft NEW Art Project evaluation 
 
ARTISTIC QUALITY & MERIT (scores from 0-18) 
• The project description should prove that the proposed 

project offers a high-level of artistic quality. 
• The artist résumé(s) and any work samples submitted should 

substantiate high artistic merit & quality. 
 
IMPACT ON PARTICIPANTS & AUDIENCE (scores from 0-8) 
• The applicant should demonstrate the importance of the 

project to their community. The project should meet the 
artistic needs of the community, organization, and involved 
artists. The project should not duplicate other existing 
programs or activities in the community. 

• The project should help to develop knowledge, skills, and 
understanding of the arts. 

• The project should show growth and/or diversity from the 
organization’s past projects and for the community. The 
project should challenge and stretch the organization and 
community. 

• There should be community involvement and support for the 
project, including evidence of collaborations, financial support, 
or in-kind contributions.  
 

REACHING THE UNDERSERVED (scores from 0-5) 
• The applicant should be able to identify the under-served 

groups in their community. 
• The applicant should attempt to reach the under-served 

groups to enable them to participate in the project. 
• The project should be well-suited to benefit the under-served 

groups in the community.  
• The applicant should be making an effort in regard to ADA 

accessibility. 
 
ABILITY TO ACCOMPLISH (scores from 0-5) 
• The organization should be reputable and qualified, with 

accomplished personnel suited to the proposed art project. 
• The application should be detailed and comprehensive, 

illustrating a clear plan with reasonable time lines. 
• The marketing and publicity plans should be appropriate for 

the project, organization, and community. 
• If the organization has received grants from SMAC in the past, 

they should have a history of successfully completed projects. 
All reporting requirements for SMAC grants should have been 
followed. 

• The budget should be clearly itemized, addressing all areas of 
the project.  The budget should be feasible, demonstrate fiscal 
responsibility, and accurately reflect the needs of a carefully 
thought out project. The income should be derived from a 
variety of sources. (Operating Support grant recipients cannot 
include administrative overhead costs.) 

 
OUTCOME EVALUATION PLAN (scores from 0-2) 
• The goal(s) should be feasible for the project and show that 

the organization is considering the outcomes of the proposed 
project. 

• The outcome evaluation plan should be appropriate for the 
project, and clearly show the ability to measure the objectives 
of the project. 
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