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Prairie Arts Continuum

Prairie Arts Chorale

Prairie Winds Concert
Band

Tonantzin Tlalli
Guadalupe

Worthington Area
Symphony Orchestra

Willmar Area Arts
Council

Winsted Arts Council

Friends of the
Orchestra/Southwest
Minnesota Orchestra

Crow River Singers

The Calumet Players,
Inc.

New London Music
Festival

Dawson-Boyd Arts
Association

Milan Village Arts
School

Project File Name

Mary Poppins

Spring Season 2017

Prairie Winds Concert
Band Season

Culture Share:
costume purchase

WASO Holiday
Concert 2016

Studio Hop 2017

Fall Winter 2016
Programming

SMO Presents: U. S.
Premier of works of
Julius Burger
featuring Ryan Ross -
Baritone

CRS/LAMC Winter
Concert 2017

Calumet Players
Musical Production
Oklahoma

2017 Music Festival

Sweet Land, the
musical

Spoon Gathering
Green Woodworking
Event

Amount
Awarded

$5,000.00

$4,926.00

$2,560.00

$4,880.00

$5,000.00

$4,755.00

$4,420.00

$5,000.00

$4,200.00

$2,425.00

$5,000.00

$3,995.00

$2,613.00

Feedback to SMAC

We appreciate all of the help that we receive from the SMAC personnel. Sometimes
there are unigue situations that don't fit all categories. One issue that we have and it
is based on the timing for the productions that we do. We try to have our shows
completed by early spring so those involved in agriculture are able to participate.
Our auditions are usually 10 weeks prior to the show which means we usually need
to start sometime in January. Most oft he grants allow monies used after a February
start date. We are applying for a grant for spring 2018 and will need to apply by July
deadline to be able to use money in January for advertising and space rental for
auditions. We are aware of the deadlines and do appreciate that there is money
available to cover the costs.

Wiill there be a way in the future to attach You Tube videos to grant applications and
final report forms? We did have some video clips of this season and that may be what
we want to use for samples on future grant applications. Also, since we use our
audience survey as an evaluation tool, should there be a place on the final report
form to attach the PDF summary of the audience survey? Thank you.

The SMAC staff is always very helpful when we have questions. The application and
final report forms are understandably long, though it would nice to have SMAC keep
some information "on file" to help repeat requestors save time. On the other hand,
the grants have been very generous, and the time spent is worth it. | (Mary Pieh)
was quite disturbed at some of the comments from the panel evaluating our grant
application. | wonder how many musicians were on the panel last year. A number of
panel members seemed to lack understanding of the value of music in the
community. We serve and entertain a lot of appreciative people for the amount of
money requested. It would be nice if that were appreciated more by some panel
members.

The support of the SMAC staff has been wonderful and very accommodating to our
group. We have been very pleased with all of the communications we have received.
All of our questions have been answered in a timely and professional manner.

We are truly grateful for the support that the Southwest Minnesota Arts Council
gives and has invested in the Worthington Area Symphony Orchestra. We have
always found the SMAC staff and board members to be very helpful and always very
willing to provide us with guidance and answers to our questions. The Art Project
application form and final report form have shown some changes. We appreciate
your attention to making revisions. This makes the writing process more focused
and thus easier to communicate the needed and intended information. We appreciate
the improved capabilities of the computer program automatically saving our work if
the session times out or if we accidentally click out of the form! This has happened
more than once and we were thankful that our work was saved! ;-)

As always, the SMAC staff was wonderful to work with. The whole process was
straight-forward and understandable.

I know software is challenging and expensive and | appreciate your continued efforts
to improve the application and reporting processes.

The online reporting is a huge improvement. Calls are quickly answered, and
solutions come quickly as well.

SMAC does an amazing job helping and assisting nonprofit organizations. No
room for improvement, other than: please make the application form less difficult to
apply for grant funds.

| think the process is very clear and communication is great.

We felt that we had very good communication with your staff. All of our questions
were answered in a timely manner. The on-line forms seem to be very stable. Thank
you for all of your help.

Appreciate all efforts to simplify the grant application & final report process!

All good. As usual the grant process is very lengthy. If we apply for 2018, the amount
requested will be less based on this year's financials. Please do not change the
questions too much for 2018, so that | can cut and paste from 2018.
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Buffalo Ridge Chorale

Cultural Awareness
Organization

Dassel-Cokato Arts
Association

Redwood County Child
Advocacy Center

Worthington Area
Symphony Orchestra

Granite Falls
Riverfront
Revitalization

Prairie Dance Alliance

Winsted Arts Council

Dassel Area Historical
Society

Friends of the
Orchestra/Southwest
Minnesota Orchestra

Granite Falls Area
Community Theater

Historic Hutchinson

Fair Association of
Jackson County

Rhythm of the River

City of Cottonwood

Lyon County
Agricultural Society

Dawson-Boyd Schools

Marshall Area YMCA
on behalf of the
Marshall Area
Farmers Market

Project File Name

Spring and Fall
Concert Series

CAO- Worthington
International Festival

Singing For The Cows

CAC Art Mural

WASO Spring Concert
2017

Riverside Market and
Muse

PDA Dance Camp
2017

Winter Spring 2017
Programming

Rooster Ruckus

Building Minnesota:
The Centennial
Celebration of
Emmanuel
Masaqueray

Disney's The Lion
King Jr. Instant
Theater Camp

The Laramie Project

Art Appreciation at the
Fair

Rhythm of the River
2017

Musical Talent at
Central Park Market

A Spanish Band
Escuadron Musical

Community Education
Children's Summer
Musical

Music at the Market

Amount
Awarded

$4,310.00

$5,000.00

$3,000.00

$3,276.00

$5,000.00

$4,000.00

$5,000.00

$4,963.00

$1,783.00

$4,920.00

$5,000.00

$3,755.00

$3,144.00

$5,000.00

$2,300.00

$1,000.00

$3,266.00

$3,250.00

Feedback to SMAC

The SMAC staff has always been exceptionally helpful. The application forms and
final report forms do require a fair amount of technical skill; however, that will not be
a problem as people become more accustomed to using technology. The listing of
missing items on the confirmation page is a good addition.

The support from SMAC is great appreciated. Open communication has been very
helpful with SMAC on applying for grants, finishing final reports, and opportunities
to attend workshops has been clear and easily able to understand. The reminder
emails are always helpful as well.

As in the past, we truly appreciate all the support the SMAC staff provide, including
grant writing workshops and always being ready and willing to answer any
questions we have via email and/or phone!

Grant Handbook would be nice to refer to.

SMAC's Art Project application form and final report form are user friendly. The
SMAC staff is always very helpful and willing to provide us with guidance and
answers to our questions. We are truly grateful for the support that the Southwest
Minnesota Arts Council gives and has invested in the Worthington Area Symphony
Orchestra since 2010. Our Leadership Team enjoyed attending the grant writing
workshop that SMAC held at the Marshall office in February 2017. The discussion,
sharing by other attendees, and feedback from Nicole who led the meeting, was very
helpful in answering our questions and guiding us with future decisions that we
need to make. Thank you!

| had problems with the budget report. | think it was more my computer than anything
else.

All of the communications are clear and appropriate. | would like to see a more user
friendly grant application system. This seems a little clunky. One of the things |
really appriciate is the word doc version of the application questions. This really lets
me hone the answers in an easily editable format before submitting.

| appreciate the upgrades that have been made to the application process over the
last couple years. If info from the grant app could prepopulate the report it would
saVe time, but don't know how hard/expensive that change would be to make.

Our communications with SMAC are great. They answer questions patiently and
well, and someone is always available to provide answers. We are grateful.

Everything is wonderful, as usual!

Thank you for fulling funding our project. This was an expensive project, but
well-worth it. We could not have done it without the grant!

Some limitations due to not being able to start the project prior to grant approval.
Otherwise fine

I'm not a very wordy person, so the initial application and final report are intimidating
to come up with sufficient wording.

SMAC staff have been very helpful in answering questions and making
suggestions. Thank you!

No suggestions at this time. The grant application process was very easy to follow
and staff at SMAC answered our questions in a timely and satisfactory manner. We
have enjoyed working with SMAC over the years.

The downloading of information was hard for me.

Yes, | believe there is adequate communication between SMAC staff and grantee.
The reminder about the program evaluation coming due was helpful. Yes the forms
are clear and understandable. One thing

SMAC provided a wonderful funding opportunity to had a very direct positive impact
on the Marshall area. The only feedback would be from our small team of grant
writers which consisted on Farmer's Market vendors and non-profit staff in the
community. We felt the application form was somewhat time consuming and
cumbersome for our situation and it took a fairly major effort to follow through to
submission. Feel there may be other groups who would benefit from a grant but may
not have the time or ability to complete the application. Our difficulty came in running
a weekly event over several months. This called for many different performers, bio's,
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Dassel Area Historical
Society

Lakeview Public School

The Calumet Players,
Inc.

Madison Healthcare
Services

Hutchinson
Photography Club

Friends of the

Orchestra/Southwest
Minnesota Orchestra

Willmar Area Arts
Council

Lac qui Parle Valley
School District

Southwest Minnesota
State University -
Music Dept.

Edgerton Public
School

Willmar Public Schools

Dawson-Boyd Schools

Lakeview Public School

Ortonville Public
School

Red Rock Central ISD
2884

ECHO Charter School

Marshall Middle
School

Lac qui Parle Valley
School District

Project File Name

Discover Dassel Art
Tour 2017

Summer Theater
Program

Prairie Fire Children's
Theatre Pipestone

Madison Healthcare
Services Art Project

2017 Hutchinson
Photography Club
Showcase

An All-American
Celebration - SMSU at
50!

Traffic Signal Boxes

Karla Nweje
Interpretive Dance

Rob Dixon Jazz Artist
Residency

Edgerton/Ellsworth
Dulcimer Project with
Ross Sutter

Willmar 7th/8th Grade
Orchestra

Armington-Krocak-
Sutter artist
residencies

Ross Sutter Dulcimer
Residency

Friday Art Day

43rd Annual Lamberton
Jazz Festival

ECHO Charter
Theatre Trip

Motionpoems in the
Middle School

EL Art & Culture Field
Trip

Amount
Awarded

$2,337.00

$2,655.00

$750.00

$2,307.00

$1,263.00

$4,980.00

$9,850.00

$4,000.00

$4,000.00

$2,443.00

$700.00

$4,000.00

$1,933.00

$3,659.00

$1,448.00

$3,900.00

$2,000.00

Feedback to SMAC

samples, etc. Feel the application may be geared more towards a one time event or
compact series

We appreciate the communication and services that SMAC provides. Staff at SMAC
always seemed ready and willing to answer questions and help.

After watching the week, the opportunity of a theater workshop would be a great
addition. Are there funds where we could hold a theater workshop with a short
performance at the end at no cost to the community?

| feel that there was adequate communication and the application forms were clear
and easy to understand.

Nicole responded, promptly to my emails.

Communication was always quick and very helpful. One area | had a problem with,
was how to evaluate the program and be able to quantify the results. Possibly more
information/examples on this process would be helpful.

My only suggestion is that the allowable upload size needs to be larger, as our
posters are quite detailed and are usually just under 10 MB in size.

This was a long project that started with a planning grant. We ran into unexpected
roadblocks that required extensions, etc. The SMAC staff was very supportive and
helpful throughout the entire process.

Communication via email and post was excellent. All questions were answered well.
All information is clear and understandable.

I have no suggestions at this time. | think everything worked very well.

SMAC has been wonderful to work with. Any questions | have are answered right
away.

The final budget form was not very clear to me. Everything else seemed very
understandable.

This is a great program and a much-needed one! The no-match feature is
awesome. SMAC staff is always available for discussion by email or phone. If
SMAC ever chose to expand the Arts in the Schools funding, it would be fantastic to
offer a grant program that was designed for multiple artists in one school year.

It would be helpful to receive the grant application deadline reminder e-mail earlier
than the day of the deadline. There was an undetected technical error during the
submission of Bert Raney Elementary's application, and this was brought to their
attention because of the reminder e-mail. However, due to the timing of the
correspondence, only a few hours remained to resolve the issue. Unfortunately, it
was not enough time. Though the school ultimately stepped up to cover their half of
the costs, the project nearly fell through for both schools because of this unfortunate
incident.

Thank you for agreeing to fund this program. The application process is very user
friendly.

| am thoroughly grateful for SMAC and the funding it provides to arts events in the
region. The communication from SMAC is sufficient, however it would be nice to
have reminder emails about application deadlines a little sooner. | also know that
those reminders are courtesy not a necessity. | have noticed that some of the
formulas on both the budget and final budget forms don't work correctly on my
computer. I'm not sure if it's just my computer or not, but | always make sure to
double check the math before submitting the forms. Overall, | am very satisfied with
SMAC services and for their continued support of the Lamberton Jazz Festival.

We can only express deep appreciation for what you do and the difference it has
made for our students.

| don't have any suggestions. SMAC does a fantastic job!

Check some of the subtotal/total fields in the excel budget sheets. They don't seem
to be calculating correctly. Staff was really helpful answering questions and
clarifying instructions. Go Nicole!
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City of Appleton

West Central Singers

Hutchinson Center for
the Arts

Rhythm of the River
Dawson-Boyd Arts

Association

Willmar Community
Theatre/The Barn
Theatre

Friends of the
Auditorium, Inc.

Nicholas Damian
Schleif

Tammy Grubbs

Charles Freiss

Edie Barrett

Jessica Bak

Aleigha Glidewell

Ava Holmgren

Project File Name

Appleton '52 Wing
Mosaic Mural
Planning

Building West Central
Singers

New Technology
Equipment

RotR Equipment
Storage Trailer

Sound Enhancement -
Memorial Auditorium

Elevator Replacement
for Accessibility

LED Lighting
Equipment Upgrade
Project

New Body Of
Work/Portfolio

Love, Conflict and
Grief; an expressive
figurative journey in
paintings

Images from the
Digital Darkroom

"In the Cards" Script
and Novel Support

Hidden Nature

Photography

Stringwood Chamber

Music Festival

Praire Dance Alliance
Summer Camp

Amount
Awarded

$2,000.00

$840.00

$2,780.00

$2,862.00

$4,000.00

$15,000.00

$12,175.00

$5,000.00

$1,950.00

$2,000.00

$2,000.00

$2,000.00

$500.00

$295.00

Feedback to SMAC

It would be great to have a one on one time to talk with SMAC staff after project is
awarded. Advice, connections and support could be developed through this process.
The feedback provided in the grant implementation application that was denied is
good feedback and we hope to be able to consult with SMAC about them in order to
reapply in the next grant round. There is nowhere in this application to attach any
images or other documentation showing what we accomplished.

We're so very grateful for your support of our organization in this, our first, grant
with you. The West Central Singers is really becoming a hallmark of this area and
we see our attendance steadily growing. It is our hope to continue to build on the
group's tradition of providing high quality musical experiences for both the
performers and the concert attendees.

HCA appreciates the vision of SMAC to provide resources for us to take a
programmatic leap. The ipads have created a chance for us to learn and expand our
educational and programmatic services as we look for creative ways to use this
equipment. - This may mean inclusion into exhibits and other activities. As the
primary grant writer | appreciate the organization's ongoing efforts to stream line
and simplify the process of applying for funds.

SMAC support has been extremely helpful in the grant writing and evaluation
process. The forms are steadily being improved and our grant writers are getting
more comfortable with the process.

This grant program is clear and understandable - and a valuable resource for small
organizations.

This grant process was a wonderful experience. It is always great to be able to
reach out to the staff to understand the process more, to have questioned answered,
and to to receive quick feedback.

We felt that there was excellent communication between SMAC and our
organization. The information and forms were clear and understandable.

Everything went really well. The only thing that | struggle with is the whole "provide
the ACTUAL number of adults/youth that directly engaged with this project” thing.
There is no possible way to know the answer to that. Like...at all. | my original
estimation | was going off of previous years: the people who came to each exhibit,
the estimated number of people that read articles about my work in news outlets/saw
it on television/etc. | was in two solo exhibits and two group exhibits this year, plus
one more solo show in February, with no way of knowing at all how many people
came/will come every day for the entire time the exhibit ran. | also had a couple
write-ups in newspapers about my exhibits/work, with no way of knowing how many
people read them. If | get commissioned to do the work for the Milwaukee Bucks/LA
Rams new stadiums, | have no idea how many people passing through those
stadiums each week will ook at it; plus it will be featured in newspapers, magazines,
and even on television during games...also impossible to calculate. So anyways, all |
did was put the same numbers as my very loose estimates from the application. |
hope that will suffice.

| think there is excellent communication and clear forms.

SMAC staff provided me with a LOT of help in bring this exhibit to it opening and
finish. THANK YOU NICOLE AND KRISTI for all your assistance.

Just grateful. No feedback.

I think this online service is great way to fill out the application because it's easy to
follow through. One thing i really like about is that if | ever have some question or
concerns, | sent them an email and they replied quickly with guide or information to
share.

I have felt that SMAC staff have communicated clearly and in a timely manner. When
initially awarded the grant, there was a mistake in my electronic file, which staff were
able to efficiently correct and clarify. My overall experience has been positive with
SMAC.

n/a
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Annabelle Lecy

SW/WC Service
Cooperative

Pipestone Performing
Arts Center

Tyler Arts Council

Show the Debugger Trace Report

Project File Name

2017 SouthWest
Minnesota String
Festival

2017 Conference for
Young Artists

Establishing the
Pipestone Performing
Arts Foundation as a
501c3 non-profit
organization

Tyler Arts Council
501c3 Funding

Amount
Awarded

$500.00

$2,500.00

$2,000.00

$1,050.00

Feedback to SMAC

This is a generous grant, and gives students the chance to attain more knowledge
about the arts, and gave us more enthusiasm and motivation to be involved in the
arts. Thank you for your support and contribution to my future in the arts.

Can't think of any at the moment.

As with my previous experience working with SMAC, the staff has been responsive
and great to work with. The director was very understanding about the delay in
completing the project due to the hold up with the IRS documentation and granted us
an extension for the completion of this report .

The SMAC staff are always very helpful! We did have problems finding the grant
contract follow-up form that needed to be signed. Also, some of the questions going
through this grant process did not seem to apply to funding for 501c3 status. |
appreciated the SMAC staff helping me through these issues.
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